‘There are days I our lives
wihich we will never forget. Ta-
day was such a day for me, Al
COED 0, 18 A 9 mry Borwand
Operaling Base (FOE) “Stone”
came  umder rodeel  atlack
which lasted for more tham
twn hosirs, There wore omly
fem {10 mdssiles; lowiever, the
inberval between roumds was
such thal we were al general
quarters (“sland o™ for you
Ay gays) bl 02230 Bat i
wad e liesd rockoct wihich polied mo awalke. My
lirst comscious thomghil of whal | had past beard
was a repeal of whal had happened in Riyadh,
famdi Arabla when ner camp there was deovas-
taiced by a 750-pound ferrosist Yehide- Rorn
Improviend haplosive Levice (VIBLELYL In g
semioonscdous awakening, | posiolaled thal
the: froml gase 1o omr FOE was ander atiack
preparation for a groend altack Nke what had
hiappencd in May M0 @t oair camp im Riysdh
winich resulind im D kilhsd amd 3 wannmled
‘This llash bk was supported by the soumd
al shatiered glass fhying through my confined
quarters immediately follewing the nitlal con-
cuzainn, Instimctivcy, | rodled it of my bank,
Bl | wrass i bl oot witly padn o the bl
ol mry lefl fool which was. barmed by whal
seemed Ao be red-hol metal. | oarsed bt kept
mwing forward in the dark o where | kmew
my bedmct amdd flak jacket wene located, In the
chinficiess: aind G0 st onder, | was dicssed in
gym shorts, dogs, [k ket & hobmet and ool
the door o the noaresl bomb shelier. L was
then that | leamncd we were under an enemy
rocioet ahtwcke, From the sosind of the: imi

JUST ANOTHER
EXCITING DAY IN
WESTERN
AFGHANISTAN

thal moini] windch wok: me, | assamed et ithe
rusckel bad hil near my hooch. Eventoally as |

sal im the bomb shelier, | ran my hamds throsgh
whal litfle halr | hawe remalning and there o
wiii— (hal familiar smcll of cordite, How could
Ehiies b | el 1o it il morverilnelicas, it wias
unmistakahly the smell of cordsle. And once
agaim | queried mysell] just how damn dose did
that rodioet hil io my hooch? The answer came
at first lighat, Te it tem foset o vy Posoi &5 was
v by the perioeation of noy osifer weall
anad e utler destroclion of things in my room.
Mumernes ploces off shrapme] had lom throsgh
mal only my ouler wall but had confimued
threuph the: oppesite imner wall and into ithe
adjacemt roin, o odler roClorts hill near oth

er livimg quariers. The most remarkable thing
I= Lhal | esmped unscilhed except for a Bhisler
on vy fonl cansad by bt shrapne] despite mo-
micrais shirapno hodes absve, holow and heside
mry beink wisere | sbopl. During the remainder
of Ihe day 2= | deamed, | found numerous plec

= ol shrapnel which had imbedded themsdhves
Inio walks, dothing and blankets but more fine-

qucmithy than mot, they had just ripped gaping

hales in Uve things they encoun
tered. My hieart samk when | sw
the conditbon of the caler sleeve
of iy mowke series, “Loncseme
U™ bl mpeon carclul cxam
imation of the conlend e was
mo damage (o the Chs. Miraos
loaschy amd bast fior

the prace of God, | wes oo
again spared? B beas laken me
all day ko chean, discard muimed
itemns amd gel windows and
dectrical wiring repalred.  Bof
thiroisghaart the day there his boem an outpoir-
i ool comwiern For moy wellbaeing. | Bawe boen
willver visied or phoned by mamny folks; frends,
colleagees, llalan Cozhiton, S Army, Inler
preter § Translators and my Afghan coamler-
parts. All cxpressing thanks for my safety and
cupressing encomrsgenunt. Tlelr ssesment
was ooarec, | was exiremey fortunale. [aring
the Afghan Battle-updale Briefl the following
day, it was heartwarmiing o receive an cntha-
slastic welcome from the X07TH Corps Com-
insimhier amnd D stall They wowed b fod amd
exeimle he perpelraior of (he mokel allack,
2 Talthan commander named (Gholam Yahya
Seywshanl, so much for another exoiting day
here in Westerm Afphamistan,

L2 Cind Toven Whilliamms, UISMC (retired. )

PS5, Some weeniles ke, | wese callbed b the J0TTH
Corps Commanders oflioe o be shown post
meoriem pholos and Lo be nformed that Glal
am Yahya Scywshanl had heen tracked dowm
andd illied, Addressing me by my moniker “Raba
Ui (Eather o the o), lee cam mever iry
Lo kil yom again” suid the Conps Commeansder.



